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From Space Reproduction to Place—making: The New Trend of
China’s Urban Regeneration

XIE Dixiang FAN Jianhong CHANG Jiang

[Abstract JUrban regeneration is one of the most discussed topics in urban development and urban planning in the 21st century. Going
through an urban regeneration process it is important yet difficult to maintain the local features and facilitate social justice while
enhancing the quality of life identity and sense of belonging of residents. The place theory in human geography could provide new
ideas and methods to solve aspects of this complex phenomena. This paper compared the concepts of "space" and " place" introduced
the " place theory" and its three branches. We analyzed the existing problems of China’s urban regeneration from the perspective of "
place theory" pointing out the object of urban renewal should be " place" —not only physical space and economic space but it should

include social space and spiritual space. Urban regeneration should pay attention to the socio-economic and political mechanisms of

place and facilitate " place-making" rather than " space reproduction"; China’s urban regeneration should not aimlessly pursue the so—
called scientific rationality economic rationality and " grand narrative". Chinese urban regeneration should pursue the value of
humanistic concern and the social justice giving power to the public to create a connotative meaningful and distinctive " place"
rather than a standardized and homogeneous "space" .

[Keywords] Space Reproduction; Place-Making; Urban Regeneration; China
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